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in the back of the book what customarily forms the footnotes in 
other publications. The careful student will turn to these pages 
to ascertain whence the writer derived certain facts on which he 
based certain conclusions, but he will do so reluctantly, regretting 
that all the world cannot see eye to eye with himself. 

Lester Burrell Shippee 

With the Colors from Anoka County. By Roe Chase. (1919. 
175 p. Illustrations.) 

Goodhue County in the World War. (Red Wing, Minnesota, 
Red Wing Printing Company, 1919. 192, 55a p. Illustra- 
tions.) 

Waseca County, Minnesota, in the World War. (Waseca, Min- 
nesota, Journal Radical, 1919. 224 p. Illustrations.) 

In the World War, 1917-1918-1919: Watonwan County, Minne- 
sota. Edited by Will Curtis. (St. James, Minnesota, St. 
James Plaindealer. Illustrations.) 

In commemoration of the services rendered by the people of 
their several counties in the prosecution of the late war, local 
publishers throughout the state are compiling and printing county 
war histories. Among the first of these to appear are the vol- 
umes which contain the war records of Anoka, Goodhue, Waseca, 
and Watonwan counties. A general similarity of purpose and 
content naturally characterizes the group. Each book is dedicated 
primarily "to the memory of those men . . . who gave their 
lives that this world might be a better place in which to live." 
A major part of each volume is devoted to individual photographs 
and brief statements of the services of soldiers, sailors, marines, 
and nurses from the county. In another main section is given 
some account of the war work done by organizations and indi- 
viduals in the home community, accompanied by photographs of 
local leaders and committees and by other illustrative material. 
Something of the general course of events which occasioned these 
activities, and in the shaping of which some of the men from the 
county directly participated, is indicated by the inclusion of 
historical resumes, chronologies, or reports relating to the World 
War, and of portraits of the military and political leaders of the 
United States and of the allied nations. Somewhere in the book 
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recognition is always given to the local veterans of earlier wars. 
The numerous photographic reproductions in each are uniformly 
excellent. 

In a number of important particulars With the Colors from 
Anoka County is unique. It combines a maximum of historical 
fact with a minimum of ornamentation. An unusual amount of 
space, four-fifths of the volume, is devoted to historical narrative 
which is unusually broad in scope. This opens with a review of 
the military participation of the county in former wars and of 
local reactions to events in Europe and on the Mexican border 
before the entrance of the United States into the World War. 
Then follows a comprehensive record of the county's activities 
during the period of the war, in which its effects on the life of 
the home community are clearly reflected. Strictly speaking, the 
account as a whole is not a historical narrative but a chronicle 
treating of events in a single series, uninterrupted except by the 
frequent introduction of lists of names of selective service men, 
war workers, and registered aliens, and of documentary and 
graphic material such as official ordinances, soldiers' letters, and 
reproductions of patriotic notices and appeals. The narrative 
portions are written in a spirited but not effusive style; the 
emphasis is upon the presentation of facts rather than upon the 
bestowal of credit; and events and conditions which, from a 
superficial point of view, might be thought to detract from the 
county's record of loyal service, are not ignored. Photographs 
distributed throughout the text are relatively small in size and, 
so far as they represent civilian war workers, are limited to por- 
traits of state and local leaders. In a final section of thirty-five 
pages, the usual individual recognition is accorded to the service 
men. Unfortunately, especially in a work so packed with useful 
information, there is no index. 

The Goodhue, Waseca, and Watonwan histories have much 
in common. In appearance, at least, these volumes approximate 
the "college annual" type of publication with its handsome bind- 
ing, glossy paper, varied typography, ornamental borders, decora- 
tive backgrounds, symbolical illustrations, and prominence given 
to photographs of participants in the life and activities repre- 
sented. In the last named respect the resemblance is perhaps 
most marked in the Waseca history, where an entire page is 
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alloted to the photographs and names of the members of each of 
some forty local committees and groups. There is no table of 
contents in any of the books, and only one, the Goodhue history, 
has an index. An even more serious fault is the lack of a title- 
page and of pagination in the Watonwan history. 

About half of each volume is devoted to the soldiers. Those 
who lost their lives in the service are specially honored as indi- 
viduals and as a group. In the Goodhue and Waseca histories 
the printed records of other service men average two or three 
short lines, but in the Watonwan history they are exceptionally 
full and are supplemented by intimate narratives, of personal 
experiences contained in a section entitled "Stories from the Bat- 
tle Front." 

The record of local war activities is allowed proportionally 
equal space in two of the books, but in the third, Goodhue County 
in the World War, only one-sixth of the volume is set aside for 
this purpose. All three present this phase of the subject in a 
more or less systematically arranged series of narratives dealing 
severally with the work of the special war agencies such as the 
draft board, the American Red Cross, the War Loan Organiza- 
tion, and the Minnesota Commission of Public Safety, and with 
the war activities of established institutions such as churches, 
schools, libraries, and newspapers. In the Watonwan history a 
special subdivision is devoted to individual photographs and 
records of some five hundred local civilian war workers. Gener- 
ally speaking, accounts of the work of organizations are sum- 
mary in character and are accompanied by lists of names of the 
officers and members of war organizations and tabulated state- 
ments of the results achieved. No important organized effort in 
the home community has been overlooked, except in the Good- 
hue history where there appears to be no mention of the work 
of food or of fuel conservation beyond a ten line paragraph on 
the "Food Conservation Advertising Committee." The amount 
of space alloted to the several kinds of war service varies con- 
siderably and is not always a criterion of their relative impor- 
tance. In the Waseca history, for example, a total of seventy 
pages is devoted to accounts of "Liberty Loans," "Red Cross 
Activities," and "United War Workers," and only one or two 
each to such agencies as the draft board and the public safety 
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commission. Credit is generously, and in the Waseca history lav- 
ishly, bestowed upon all who participated in patriotic activities. 
There appears to be a tendency, least marked in the Watonwan 
history, to present only the brighter side of the picture. A county 
is indeed unique of which it can truthfully be said that "patriot- 
ism and loyalty were the two lone words in every citizen's vocab- 
ulary." 

It is not surprising that none of the four pioneer works under 
review is altogether without defects of organization which impair 
its clearness, its accuracy, and its usefulness as a book of refer- 
ence. The general nature of these shortcomings may perhaps be 
best indicated by a discussion of a tentative plan for a county war 
history which has been formulated as a result of a careful study 
of the problem as presented in the four books in hand, The 
reviewer hopes that the suggestions contained in this plan may 
be found useful by compilers of similar works. To facilitate 
description, let it be assumed that a history based upon this plan 
has actually materialized and is now under examination. 

This imaginary volume is divided into four parts as follows: 
part one presents in narrative form the story of the war services 
of the county considered primarily from the point of view of the 
county as a whole ; part two is devoted to the service records 'of 
individuals, mostly soldiers; in part three is assembled all mate- 
rial of a documentary or purely statistical nature ; part four sets 
forth the personnel and organization of the various local war 
agencies. The four sections are clearly distinguished from one 
another by dividing pages and appropriate subtitles. 

The story of the county's collective services is told in a series 
of chapters covering all phases of the subject. Considerations 
of chronological order, relative significance, and logical relation- 
ship govern the arrangement of the series and of the contents of 
the several chapters. The story opens with a survey of leading 
events in the European war and an account of its effects upon 
the sympathies and opinions of the people of the county during 
the period of American neutrality. Succeeding chapters entitled 
"The Declaration of War," "The Call to the Colors," and "County 
Men and Women in the Service" contain accounts of the com- 
munity's first response to the call of war, of the recruiting of 
volunteers and the operation of the selective draft, and of the 
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men and women, viewed as a group, who represented the county 
with the armed forces of the nation. The work of three of the 
most important civilian organizations is then described in chap- 
ters on "The County Branch of the Public Safety Commission," 
"Financing the War," and "The Red Cross." The next chapter, 
entitled "Army and Social Welfare Work," deals with the sepa- 
rate and united efforts put forth in the county on behalf of the 
service men by the Young Men's Christian Association, Knights 
of Columbus, Salvation Army, and other leading welfare agencies. 
Similar activities designed to increase the morale of the home 
community are also discussed in this chapter. The state of the 
public mind in the early days of American participation, the 
educational and inspirational work of newspapers, churches, 
schools, America First Association, Four Minute Men, and other 
agencies, the loyalty issue in politics, the suppression of disloy- 
alty, and similar topics are treated in a chapter on "The Mobiliza- 
tion of Public Opinion." A series of chapters follow which dis- 
cuss at length the economic, agricultural, industrial, and commer- 
cial aspects of the county's war record, under the titles, "Food 
Conservation and Production," "The Fuel Administration," and 
"Industry and Commerce." The story closes with "The Return 
of Peace," a chapter telling of the local celebration of the signing 
of the armistice, the homecoming of the service men, the forma- 
tion of veterans' associations, the conversion of local wartime 
agencies to the uses of peace, and the permanent changes wrought 
by the war in the life of the home community. The photographs 
and illustrations which accompany the narrative throughout are 
placed so far as possible with strict regard to their bearing upon 
the text. In part two of the book, the photographs and service 
records of individuals appear, in clearly distinguished groups 
corresponding to the following classes of service men and war 
workers; men who lost their lives in the service, the boys who 
returned, army welfare workers and others associated with the 
armed forces of the country, civilians conspicuous in the war 
work of the home community. To facilitate the location of the 
record of any particular individual, the order of arrangement in 
each group is strictly alphabetical in accordance with the names of 
the persons recorded. As a safeguard against mistakes in iden- 
tification the photograph and service record of each individual 
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are placed in exact juxtaposition or are given corresponding 
numbers. 

Parts three and four of the volume serve to relieve the histor- 
ical narrative, in part one, of a vast amount of matter which 
though pertinent and instructive would by reason of its form or 
nature seriously interrupt the thread of the narrative at frequent 
intervals. In part three is assembled documentary material such 
as soldiers' letters, citations, programs of patriotic meetings, 
proclamations, and resolutions, and statistical matter such as 
financial statements of war agencies and tabulated reports of 
results of the various drives. This material is arranged primarily 
with reference to its form. Part four is a directory of names 
and addresses of officers and members of committees of county 
and local branches of the several organizations active in war 
work in the county. 

The volume is provided with a table of contents and an index. 
The latter is broadly analytical and for the most part topical in 
character. It includes, however, names of individuals except 
when the reference would be to the main alphabetical rosters of 
service men in part two. 

Franklin F. Holbrook 

The 88th Division in the World War of 1914-1918. (New York, 
Wynkoop Hallenbeck Crawford Company, 1919. 236 p. 
Illustrations.) 

The Eighty-eighth Division contained a large quota of drafted 
men from Minnesota and many of its officers, including its first 
assignment of junior officers, received military training as mem- 
bers of the first two reserve officer's training camps at Fort Snel- 
ling. Consequently, a history of the division is a significant addi- 
tion to the ever increasing printed record of Minnesota's part in 
the World War. The arrangement of the present volume follows 
a form which has already become conventional in the writing of 
such histories. After all, these accounts must be similar, since 
the experiences of nearly every division or unit which reached 
France are typical of the story of the entire American Expedi- 
tionary Force. This limitation becomes less serious when viewed 
in the light of the comparatively small number of readers of a 



